The Value of Secondary Post Audits: Part 1

Reasons for contracting with a secondary resource

By John Fetrow, Managing Director, Ed Mehlman and Associates.

A large number of companies today utilize both internal and external resources to execute post audit
reviews. In the recovery audit industry an external resource contracted to execute a post audit review
is typically referred to as the “primary” auditor. When multiple external resources are employed the
term “secondary” is given to the firm that follows the primary and reviews its findings. A growing
percentage of companies who actively engage external audit resources look to secondary audit
resources to fulfill their post audit objectives. The purpose of this document is to explore the reasons
why companies contract with secondary auditors. Accordingly, listed below are some of the most
common reasons.
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